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28:16-20. ά!ŎǊƻǇƻƭƛǎ ƛƴ !ǘƘŜƴǎέ ōȅ [Ŝƻ Ǿƻƴ Klenze 1846, Paul stands in the 

sunlight on the Areopagus indicating the dawn of Christianity
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Bronze statue covered 
in Gold from Megiddo, 
1400-1200 BC 

ά5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ 
Isaiah 40:18-20  & Genesis 11:4-6

tŀǳƭ ƻƴ aŀǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ !ǘƘŜƴƛŀƴǎΦ  
He began his message by indicating their 
religiousness and their various concepts of 
God.  But in the final part of his 
presentation he brings their idolatry home 
to them.  The real issue is that they want to 
make God in their image so that they can 
excuse their bad behavior.  The Greek gods 
were as bad as any humans in their lechery, 
dishonesty, adultery and gluttony.  Their 
anger and revenge was celebrated.  And 
they were easy to bribe. There is no way 
that they could be considered άǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎέ. 



Acts 17:28-31 [ESV]
ну ΧŦƻǊ ϦΩLƴ ƘƛƳ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ 
ōŜƛƴƎΩΤ [quote from Epimmenides (6-5th century BC)]  as even some of 
ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇƻŜǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ϦΩCƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 
ƻŦŦǎǇǊƛƴƎΦΩ [quote from Arastus (310-240)] 29  .ŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is 
like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art 
and imagination of man. 30  The times of ignorance 
God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31  because he has fixed a day 
on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a 
man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead."
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ά5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ 
Isaiah 40:18-20  & Genesis 11:4-6

Paul quotes from 2 famous Greek odes to 
the Greek god Zeus the first quote comes 
from the poet Epimmenides (6th-5th Century 
BC) it is a poem Paul quotes twice in the 
New Testament.  He quotes another line 
ά/ǊŜǘŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛŀǊǎέ ǘƻ ¢ƛǘǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
poem is an attack on the cult of the άŘȅƛƴƎ 
½Ŝǳǎέ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ /ǊŜǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
other poet Arastus (310-240 BC) is making a 
statement of the importance of Zeus in 
Greek culture.  



Garrison Church of God Aug. 27, 2023

Bronze statue covered in Gold from Megiddo, 1400-1200 BC.  This is 
believed to represent El the creator god of the Canaanite pantheon. 

ά5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ 
Isaiah 40:18-20  & Genesis 11:4-6

Paul uses a clever rhetorical devise by 
applying the attributes mentioned to God 
but pointing out the failure of Zeus to meet 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ.
He points out if we exist by his grace and 
we are his creations what makes us think 
we can contain Him in the creations of our 
imaginations.   The only reason to do so is 
to attempt to make God in our image, so 
we can excuse our own bad behavior.  His 
message was not lost on his audience. 



Isaiah 40:18-20 [ESV]
18  To whom then will you liken God, or what 
likeness compare with him?
19  An idol! A craftsman casts it, and a 
goldsmith overlays it with gold and casts for it 
silver chains.
20  He who is too impoverished for an offering 
chooses wood that will not rot; he seeks out a 
skillful craftsman to set up an idol that will not 
move.
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All ties, cravats, neck-ties and bow-ties, 
were developed from the neck ribbons 
used to hold the shirt collars closed on the 
uniform of Croatian mercenary soldiers 
during the 30 Years War (1618-48) 

ά5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ 
Isaiah 40:18-20  & Genesis 11:4-6

LǎŀƛŀƘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ άŘǊŜǎǎ 
God up is our clothes.  We fashion him 
according to our social station and make 
him say what we want him to say. The 
Croatian mercenaries were considered 
the most dapper soldiers of the 30 Years 
War but they were also the most vicious 
and lawless.



Judges 17:1-6 [ESV]
1  There was a man of the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was 
Micah. 2  And he said to his mother, "The 1,100 pieces of silver that 
were taken from you, about which you uttered a curse, and also spoke 
it in my ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it." And his mother 
said, "Blessed be my son by the LORDΦά о  And he restored the 1,100 
pieces of silver to his mother. And his mother said, "I dedicate the silver 
to the LORD from my hand for my son, to make a carved image and a 
metal image. Now therefore I will restore it to youΦά п  {ƻ when he 
restored the money to his mother, his mother took 200 pieces of silver 
and gave it to the silversmith, who made it into a carved image and a 
metal image. And it was in the house of Micah. 
5  And the man Micah had a shrine, and he made an ephod and 
household gods, and ordained one of his sons, who became his priest.
6  In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right 
in his own eyes.
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ά5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ 
Isaiah 40:18-20  & Genesis 11:4-6

Micah and his mother fashioned a group of 
gods who excused their bad behavior and 
ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōŀŘ 
behavior for a healthy profit. It was only 
when the tribe of Dan decided to steal 
aƛŎŀƘΩǎ ƎƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ [ŜǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ aƛŎŀƘ 
came up against the reality of his own 
idolatry. When we fashion fashion God into 
our own image we can not control the 
results of our imagination. 



Psalm 115:1-4 & 8-9 [NKJV]

1   Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, But to Your 
name give glory, Because of Your mercy, Because of 
Your truth. 2  ²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ǎŀȅΣ ά{ƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
is ǘƘŜƛǊ DƻŘΚέ 3  But our God is in heaven; He does 
whatever He pleases. 4  Their idols are silver and gold, 
¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ

ΧΦ

8  Those who make them are like them; So is everyone 
who trusts in them. 9   O Israel, trust in the LORD; He 
is their help and their shield.
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ά5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ 
Isaiah 40:18-20  & Genesis 11:4-6

άtǊŀƎǳŜ 5ŜŦŜƴŜǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ мсмуέ  ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŜƴƎǊŀǾƛƴƎ ōȅ WƻƘŀƴƴ 
AbelanΣ мсорΦ Lƴ мсму .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴ {ǘŀǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘǊŜǿ YƛƴƎ CŜǊŘƛƴŀƴŘΩǎ 
governor, his advisor and secretary out the window.  
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άtǊŀƎǳŜ 5ŜŦŜƴŜǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
мсмуέ  ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ǇƭŀǘŜ 
engraving by Johann 
Abelan, 1635. In 1618 
Bohemian Stat 
members threw King 
CŜǊŘƛƴŀƴŘΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΣ 
his advisor and 
secretary out the 
window.  

ά5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ 
Isaiah 40:18-20  & Genesis 11:4-6

The Estates members were angry with the burning of their Protestant 
churches in Bohemia in 1618 by order of King Ferdinand so they threw 
his governor and associates out the castle windows ς ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ рлΩ ŘǊƻǇΦ  
They survived due to a dung pile.  This began the 30 Years War. 



Romans 1:22-23 [ESV]
22  Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools,
23  and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things.
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Cravat (Croatian) soldiers wearing the 
mercenary uniform of the 30 Years War 
[1618-1648].  It is from their neck ware 
we get our modern verities of ties.

ά5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ 
Isaiah 40:18-20  & Genesis 11:4-6

The 30 Years War was really a war about power, trade and politics. But it 
was clothed in religious conflict between Roman Catholics and 
tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳ άǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ wƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ 
Ferdinand who promoted the Roman Catholic cause had the Croatian 
mercenaries recruited.  They developed a reputation for being dashing, 
and dapper but they also were seen as among the most ruthless soldiers 
on the battlefield.  The mercenary soldiers did not care about religious 
issues they only wanted to get paid.    


